DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM                                2O3
that is because the conclusion cannot be reached by scientific
means, Le. because there is no good reason to suppose it true.
What can be known, can be known without metaphysics, and
whatever needs metaphysics for its proof cannot be proved. In
actual fact Marx advances in his books much detailed historical
argument, in the main perfectly sound, but none of this in any
way depends upon materialism. Take, for example, the fact that
free competition tends to end in monopoly. This is an empirical
fact, the evidence for which is equally patent whatever one's
metaphysic may happen to be. Marx's metaphysic comes in in
two ways: on the one hand, by making things more cut and
dried and precise than they are in real life; on the other hand,
in giving him a certainty about the future which goes beyond
what a scientific attitude would warrant. But in so far as his
doctrines of historical development can be shown to be true,
"his metaphysic is irrelevant. The question whether communism
is going to become universal, is quite independent of meta-
physics. It may be that a metaphysic is helpful in the fight: early
Mohammedan conquests were much facilitated by the belief
that the faithful who die in battle went straight to Paradise, and
similarly the efforts of Communists may be stimulated by the
belief that there is a god called Dialectical Materialism Who is
fighting on their side, and will, in His own good time,
give them the victory. On the other hand, there are many people
to whom it is repugnant to have to profess belief in propositions
for which they see no evidence, and the loss of such people must
be reckoned as a disadvantage resulting from the Communist
metaphysic.
(4) Economic Causation in History. In the main I agree with
Marx, that economic causes are at the bottom of most of the
great movements in history, not only political movements, but
also those in such departments as religion, art, and morals.
There are, however, important qualifications to be made. In the
first place, Marx does not allow nearly enough for the time-lag.
Christianity, for example, arose in the Roman Empire, and in
many respects bears the stamp of the social system of that time,
but Christianity has survived through many changes. Marx treats
it as moribund. 'When the ancient world was in its last throes,
the ancient religions were overcome by Christianity. When
Christian ideas succumbed in the eighteenth century to ration-
alist ideas, feudal society fought its death-battle with the then
revolutionary bourgeoisie.* (Manifesto of the Communist Party